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STEFANIE COLEMAN
Parks, Facility and Operations
Supervisor
When driving by one of Fife’s parks and
you see that lush field of green grass,
you should know that there is a city
employee to thank for that: Stefanie
Coleman.
Coleman became the City of Fife’s
Parks, Facility and Operations
Supervisor in 2019 and she’s the
person in the city who spends the most
time contemplating the color and health of the grass in our parks, which some might
consider as pretty as a golf course.
Given a choice between maintaining golf-course grass and park grass, Coleman picks
park grass. She started her career managing golf-course turf at two Tacoma golf courses.
One tough lesson she learned is that if a golfer with a fragile ego hits a bad game, the turf
manager should hide.
“Golfers are happy if the putting green is perfect and they’re making their putts, but if
something’s not perfect, then it’s always your fault. Where park maintenance, for the most
part, the users are happy to have open spaces and the kids are happy and they love to
visit the parks.”
“I love the part of my job when I see that people love the open spaces we create for them
and take care for them. I love the kids who enjoy our park. There are all kinds of little
moments where I encounter kids or people enjoying the parks. This morning at 6 a.m. in

Brookville, there were people out jogging and it was sunny and calm. There was just this
moment of everything that I love - the smell of fresh cut grass and people doing what they
do in parks. I love it when soccer players come out and use the grounds we take care of.
It’s hard to pinpoint one part of the job that I don’t like because there’s so many things I
just absolutely love.”
When pressed, she did acknowledge that, “You don’t know garbage cans until you deal
with a 35-gallon dog park garbage can on an 85-degree day,” she said, laughing.

HER START IN GOLFING
Her career in turf management and
parks maintenance began on the
golf course not as a
groundskeeper, but as a college
athlete. Coleman has a fascinating
story there. She came to play
college golf in early adulthood, but
not in the way most college athletes
do. She was a high school athlete,
but not a golfer.
Her college plan didn’t work out as she had hoped following high school. After she
graduated, she got a job in a grocery store working the early shift, which meant she had
plenty of free afternoon time. A family friend kept prodding her to go play golf.
“I was like, ‘Really? Golf? That’s kind of a boring game,"” she recalled. She ended up
going. “Then it became a competition for the two of us. Who could hit it harder? The clubs
I had were my dad’s from the ‘70s,” she said, laughing. Then her golf buddy started taking
lessons and that was when she decided to beat him. She found a coach who became a
mentor.
“She got me the basics and my handicap just dropped significantly. I got really good really
quick and then it was like, ‘Oh, wow, this could get me back to school.’”
Coleman reached out to college golf coaches to see if anybody would recruit her with a
scholarship offer. She landed at Green River College and from there, she got connected
with a coach in Idaho. She turned down his offer for a partial scholarship in Idaho, but
stayed in touch. He landed a coaching gig at Washington State University and that’s when
Coleman negotiated her way into a full-ride scholarship for golf on the WSU team.
After graduating from WSU, she knew she didn’t want to go pro, but she wanted to stay in
golf. That’s when she became a greens keeper at two Tacoma golf courses. But she hit a
ceiling for both positions and she knew if she wanted to grow her career, parks
maintenance would provide a better path. She applied for a job with the City of Lakewood
and worked there for 10 years. Her career stalled again. Her next stop was the City of
Renton, where she worked for five years as a parks maintenance supervisor. She was one
manager among many. When she decided to pursue a management position with broader
responsibilities, Fife had a position perfect for her.

WORKING IN FIFE

In Fife, she said she’s experienced so much more career growth because of the broad
range of tasks she completes. She also appreciates the parks staff members she gets to
work with every day. They’re a hard-working group who take responsibility for caring for
Fife’s parks and city-owned properties.
“I’m getting a lot more experience, even though I have the same title. It’s so much more indepth and involved here,” she said. She also said she’s got a boss – Parks Director
Megan Jendrick – who pushes her to stretch her skills. “Megan is driven. She’s like, ‘Let’s
do that and more and more.’ And then that gets me going and I push and push.
Sometimes I have to be told to slow down and I joke about that,” she said. “It’s very
exciting to do all this work. I get so many more opportunities.”
That’s true for her career jump from managing golf-course turf to managing parks grounds.
“I get to do plumbing and carpentry and concrete work and installing a bench. The soccer
and baseball fields. I got to become such a much more well-rounded employee in parks,”
she said.
Does she still play golf? Not a chance. She’s a busy working mom with little time to spare.
Helping coach her son’s soccer team is about as close as she gets to recreational sports
these days.
If she were to put a golfing green anywhere in the City of Fife, though, it would be at the
city’s Freeman Road facility.
“First of all, I would not use real grass. It would be artificial turf because I would not
maintain that,” she said, laughing. “The best place would be outside my window at
Freeman Road. It’d be great. We have a nice field with apple and pear trees. I could walk
out my door and practice my game.”

FIFE CITY PARKS UPDATE
Did you see that we reopened our
playground equipment and bathrooms in
Fife's parks in July? We ask that everybody
please practice safe social distancing and
take safety precautions for your health when
visiting our playgrounds.
We currently have lap swimming at the Fife
Aquatic Center and our ball fields are
available for rentals with a few restrictions.
To keep up to date and for a complete
account of what's open at Fife parks, please
visit cityoffife.org/covid19pra.

CITY OF FIFE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

WE NEED YOUR INPUT ON
OUR ADA TRANSITION PLAN
In keeping with the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA), government
agencies make accessibility for all
residents a priority. The City of Fife has
drafted an ADA Transition Plan over the
past year. The ADA Transition Plan is
designed to address how the City of Fife
manages and upgrades its ADA streets
and parks facilities, in particular
wheelchair curb ramps and signal push
buttons.
The City of Fife is looking for public input
on this important plan by September 11,
2020. Please
visit cityoffife.org/adatransitionplan to let
us know your thoughts.

COVID-19 RELIEF
INFORMATION FOR UTILITIES
The City of Fife recognizes this is a stressful
time for many due to the financial effects of
COVID-19.
We have two forms of help for your utility
bills.
The first program is a $250 utility payment
grant for residential customers that does not
have to be paid back. Applications for this
program are due September 18, 2020.
The second program is a hardship payment
plan and our suspension of shutoffs
through October 15, 2020 for residential
and business customers.
Find more information on these support programs at cityoffife.org/utilitybilling.

GIVE FEEDBACK ON
CANYON ROAD
IMPROVEMENTS
If you travel along the Canyon Road
corridor, get ready for a more direct
route with new connections.
Right now, Pierce County is studying
potential environmental impacts of
building a new bridge. Please provide
feedback by August 7, 2020.
Tell them what you think in this online open house at
openhouse.canyonroadconnection.org.

A MESSAGE FROM CHIEF PETE FISHER
Our Police Chief, Pete Fisher, would like to share a message
with Fife citizens about police accountability and measures the

Fife Police Department is taking to engage the public about
how our police department operates.
Recent measures taken by our police department include
starting a Citizen Advisory Committee and having helpful
conversations with community members.
Please read Chief Fisher's message and watch a video
presentation he gave about police accountability. You can find
that information here:
https://www.cityoffife.org/484/Accountability-Measures

MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR
SUMMER IN FIFE
PLAY FIFE BINGO
Make the most of your summer and play Fife
BINGO. Who couldn't use a distraction this
summer, right? So why not make ice cream in a
bag, have a water balloon fight and go for a bike
ride on one of Fife's beautiful trails? Use this as
your summer activity checklist and create
lifelong memories with your family, friends and
neighbors.
CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD YOUR BINGO
SHEET.
Share your photos with us by tagging @fife_washington and #fifesummer

LIBRARY CURBSIDE PICKUP
NOW AVAILABLE IN FIFE
Pick up books, movies and more with library
curbside pickup at the Fife branch of Pierce
County Libraries. The library is at 6622 20th
St. E, Fife.
In addition to picking up books, you can also
send a print job to the library from home and
pick it up curbside. You can also get a
surprise grab bag of titles selected for you by
librarians.
To find out more about how curbside pickup at
the Fife branch of the Pierce County Library
System works, please visit. curbside.pcls.us

I-5 OVERNIGHT CLOSURES:
AUGUST 28-30
WSDOT is entering a milestone stage for the
SR 167 Completion Project. The agency is
about to install the support beams of the new
70th Avenue East Bridge over I-5 in Fife. To
safely lift and place these bridge girders,
WSDOT must close all lanes between 54th
Avenue East in Fife and SR 18 in Federal
Way overnight Friday, August 28 and
overnight Saturday, August 29.
Friday, August 28 to Saturday, August 29
I-5 lane closures begin at 8 p.m. on
Friday
All lanes of I-5 will close at 11 p.m.
between 54th Avenue East in Fife and
SR 18 in Federal Way
Lanes start to reopen by 8 a.m.
Saturday
All lanes will reopen by noon Saturday
Saturday, August 29 to Sunday, August 30
I-5 lane closures begin at 8 p.m. Saturday
All lanes of I-5 will close at 11 p.m. between 54th Ave East in Fife and SR 18 in
Federal Way
Lanes start to reopen by 8 a.m. Sunday
All lanes will reopen by noon Sunday
Be advised: This project is contingent on weather and other factors. For more information
and for traffic updates, visit cityoffife.org/traffic.

KEEP UP WITH CITY
HAPPENINGS
In keeping with the state's directive
regarding public meetings and limiting
public contact, the Fife City Council has
been conducting remote city council
meetings. To find out how you can
participate in those meetings, visit
cityoffife.org and select the date for the
next council meeting. Citizens who
would like to submit comments in
advance of the meeting may do so by
emailing the comments to the City Clerk’s office at cityclerk@cityoffife.org or
sending via postal mail to 5411 23rd Street E, Fife, WA 98424.
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