MAY 2020
Fife employees are working hard to
take care of our city and residents
May brings the celebration of National Police Week and National Public
Works Week. We'd like to introduce you to two longtime employees in the Fife
Police and Public Works departments. In this era of COVID-19 restrictions, our
City of Fife employees have been working hard to keep the city running
smoothly. Here, you'll get to know Assistant Police Chief Dave Woods and
Maintenance Leadman Kenny Green.

ASSISTANT POLICE CHIEF
DAVE WOODS
When Assistant Chief Dave Woods started at
the Fife Police Department as a patrol officer,
he worked on a police force of 11 crammed into
a small building that used to be a bank. “We
police officers operated in what used to be the
vault,” said Woods. “The entire city staff fit in
that building.”
As we celebrate National Police Week, take a
tour through Woods’ eyes of what our city looked like in 1988 when he started his career
with the Fife Police Department. Fife was mostly wide open spaces and the primary
occupation in town was “farmer” or “farm hand.” It was a big night if there were more than
a few calls. Every officer patrolled every city street every overnight shift, which was
possible in a town that had a much smaller footprint. “It was so quiet,” he remembered. He
knew many residents by name.
The small police force drove surplus patrol cars from the California Highway Patrol. Woods
started with a 1985 Dodge Diplomat with 120,000 miles and graduated to a high-mileage

1988 Chevy Caprice. In keeping with tradition, the old Caprice also was surplus from the
California Highway Patrol. “We had to drill holes in the trunk to get rid of the water that
accumulated,” recalled Woods, with a laugh. The cars weren’t fancy, but they got the job
done.
Police work back then was done with a radio, pen and a notebook. “We were hand writing
reports,” said Woods. Today, of course, patrol cars are mini command stations equipped
with computers. Reports have moved digital.
Police cars and reports aren’t the only things that changed. Three decades of huge
regional growth, in population and industry, have brought changes big and small to Fife’s
door. Today’s police department of 31 officers has had to continually make itself over to
meet those challenges. “There’s a lot more serious crime we deal with today that we never
dealt with before,” said Woods, who has worked for the city as a patrol officer, traffic
officer, a detective and patrol sergeant before becoming assistant chief.
That quiet, small town might be in the rear-view mirror, but Woods said the foundations of
policing have remained the same since he studied law enforcement at Green River
Community College and Central Washington University, where he graduated with a
bachelor’s degree in law and justice. One of the most important duties has always been in
making connections with the community and its citizens. Whether that’s hosting the annual
Halloween Carnival at Columbia Junior High, throwing the National Night Out event at
Dacca Park, or raising money for Fife High School’s Unified Special Olympics program,
Fife police officers prioritize community involvement.
“We are a community-focused group of people and we work for the community,” Woods
said. For those thinking of becoming police officers, he offers this perspective, “It’s not a
job, it’s a career. It’s working weekends and nights, and it can be difficult on a family. It
takes a dedicated person who can make sacrifices to do this job.”
And that’s why he said he wants to recognize his fellow Fife police officers who make
those sacrifices daily. “Being National Police Week, I want to make sure everyone knows
how much we value our officers. We’re so lucky to have our dedicated officers, our men
and women, who go out and do the work daily.”

MAINTENANCE LEADMAN
KENNY GREEN
For those who know Kenny Green,
maintenance leadman in Public Works, it
won’t come as a surprise that he has a
fascinating background. He’s worked as a
traveling disc jockey under the name "DJ
Jammin' Green." He plays bass in his church
band. He married his high school sweetheart.
He had a career as a laborer before joining the City of Fife in 1999. He’s also a cancer
survivor and kidney transplant recipient. Green is quick to mention how many city

employees donated sick leave to him while he was hospitalized and recovering.
And he is one of just a few city employees who knows exactly what it feels like to walk on
a grease clog that is four feet deep.
As a go-to guy for the city’s sewers, Green has become the master of problem solving. If
the sewers are clogged, he knows exactly what to do. He starts asking questions.
“Problem solving is a huge part of my job. When I retire someday and somebody else gets
this job, they will want somebody who can problem solve,” he said. “Anybody can do the
labor, but you have to be willing to go and research. The troubleshooting part is when you
can’t get it figured out, you have to make calls and ask questions. You have to investigate
and trace.”
Sometimes that tracing results in less-than-savory discoveries, such as the time he and a
coworker discovered something they weren’t expecting in the sewer – it had legs and was
covered in a giant ball of hair. A coworker "grabbed a stick and he’s poking it,” recalled
Green. “He took all this hair off the head of this thing. It was a bullfrog upside down.” It
was bloated and, in Green’s words, “horrifying looking.”
They’ve seen all kinds of unexpected things in the sewer (although few that come with
legs) and the one thing that Green said he can’t figure out is, “how 2-by-4s get into the
sewer, I don’t know?” He’s also seen congealed grease go as deep as four feet.
“We had four feet of grease you could actually walk on, that’s how thick the grease was.
When it gets that thick, you have to get down there and you have to break up the grease
with a shovel and pick. You have to suck it out,” he said.
Technology has helped that problem a bit. A newer piece of equipment called a Little John
helps keep the sewers less greasy. “Now you might get a foot and half or two feet of
grease,” he said.
Over the years, because of his health problems, he’s had doctors and others suggest he
consider a career change, but Green said he won’t even think about it. “I like working in
the sewer department. The stuff I learn is fascinating. Look at all the knowledge I have.
That’s in my nature, I love to overcome things, that’s just in my nature.”

NEED UTILITY HELP?
We understand this is a financially difficult time for
some. For those suffering economic hardship, you
now have the option of requesting a hardship
payment plan for your utility account. You can find
details by clicking below.

Read More

COVID-19 UPDATES
The health of our citizens is the highest priority for the
City of Fife.
For updates on what's happening in the city related to
COVID-19 guidelines, please visit
cityoffife.org/covid19.

Read More

ONLINE PERMITTING HELP
The City of Fife's Community Development team has been working hard on the city's
online permitting system. Check out the new online permitting features at
cityoffife.org/onlinepermits.

Read More

IS YOUR CENSUS COMPLETE?
The 2020 Census Count is now underway and we want Fife residents to know that
everyone counts! The census is a once-in-a-decade opportunity to influence decisions that
directly affect your daily life. Census numbers are used to understand the local population
and determine funding for everyday resources like preschool programs, health care,
transportation and affordable housing. Head to census.gov or call 1-800-992-3530 to learn
more and get started.

KEEP OUR SEWERS CLEAN

FIFE CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS
In keeping with the state's directive regarding public meetings and limiting public contact,
the Fife City Council has been conducting remote city council meetings. To find out how
you can participate in those meetings, visit cityoffife.org/covid19. Citizens who would like
to submit comments in advance of the meeting may do so by emailing the comments to
the City Clerk’s office at cityclerk@cityoffife.org or sending via postal mail to 5411 23rd
Street E, Fife, WA 98424.

Read More
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