
FIFE CITY COUNCIL

STUDY SESSION

MINUTES

Fife City Hall Date: October 20, 2009

Council Chambers Time: 7:00 p. m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION Mayor Pro rem Brooks convened an executive session £or the purpose of

Real Estate RC'W for approximately 63 minutes-

ADJOURNMENT Mayor Pro Tam Brooks adjourned the meeting at 7:03 p_rn.

CALL TO ORDER AND Mayor Pro Tcm Brooks called the study session of the Fife City Council to

ROLL CALL order at 7:03 p.m_ witb the following Councilmembcrs present: Richard

Godwin, Glei?i? Hull, Butch Brooks, Barry Johnson, Rob Cerqui, and Kim

Roscoc_

Excused absence: Councilmember Nancy de Booy_

Staff present: City Manager Steve Worthington, Finance Director Steve

Marcotte, Assistant City Attorney Greg Amann, Police Cbief Brad Blackburn,
Public Works Director Russ Blount, Parks, Recreation 8c Community
Services Director Kurt Reuter, Administrative Assistant Andrea Richards,
Financial Analyst Dave DeGroot, and Recording Secretary William "ow IL

PLEDGE OF Councilmember Hull led the pledge of allegiance.
ALLEGIANCE

CHANGES TO AGENDA A City Manager's Report was added at the end of the agenda.

STUDY SESSION

Master Business License Director Marcotte reported the Council previously received a presentation on

Program the State Department of Licernsing's Master Business License Program. At

that time, the City elected not to move forward- Since then, the program has

grown significantly. I-le introduced John Jacob, Department of Licensing,
who briefed the Council en the program and its benefits.

Mr. Jacob described the Master Business License Program as a partnership
between businesses, the City, and the Department of Licensing- A number of

cities are participating in the program- The program helps businesses by
offering aone-stop shop method for businesses that operate in multiple cities_

The program also assists City staff by reducing the administrative process

involved with business license renewals- The program assists cities in

establishing and simplifying fees schedules, drafting an ordinance for joining
the program, and providing general assistance to staff during the conversion

process- The City retains all regulatory approvals and denials of licenses- A

combined licensing concept benefits businesses- The process is a way for

cities to reduce staff time, reduce costs, and provide businesses with a

combined process for business license renewals.
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situation of purchasing the property, which the City likely couldn't afford.
People living next to a levee should have flood insurance. He asked whether
there is anything prohibiting the City from doing anything on top of the levee.
Director Blount said the major factor concerning the levee is that it serves a
road with regional traffic. Any temporary measure will require traffic
interruption. From an engineering standpoint, the levee wasn't designed to
handle additional load height without widening the base. City Manager
Worthington said if semi-permanent solutions were constructed not meeting
engineering design standards of the levee, the jurisdiction could be held
financially liable.

Mayor Johnson noted the City committed to a 250-foot wide floodway. It's
likely not possible for the City to obtain permits for a temporary or semi-
permanent levee within the floodway. Director Blount said the floodway is
strictly for protection measures.

City Manager Worthington reported there are a variety of measures to
consider within a range of dollars. The long-term solution will take time and
the City is exploring ways to fill the gap and provide some level of protection
that may begin with small measures. One measure is ensuring people have
flood insurance. The City has promoted the purchase of flood insurance
through a variety of methods. Next week, a door-to-door delivery of flood
insurance and awareness materials will occur between 54th and 70tH

Director Blount verified that without further exploration, it's unknown at this
time if the levee could be raised. Raising the levee by one foot could be
likely because there would be sufficient strength at the base. However,
additional research would need to occur.

Councilmember Roscoe asked about the definition of decertification.
Director Blount reported decertification means the levee is no longer adequate
to protect the City from flooding. City Manager Worthington reminded the
Council that Fife is the only city along the river that affords floodway
protection. The levee has not been officially decertified at this time. Flood
insurance is also more expensive if a levee has officially been decertified.
Raising the road entails meeting road standards.

Mayor Johnson said when the FEMA flood map was prepared, it assumed the
railroad levee wasn't present. Director Blount said it was developed in
stages. The area between the river and the railroad was shown as the railroad
acting as a dam. The area north of the railroad is shown as if there is a

railroad break. The area between the railroad and the dam was modeled with
I-5 acting as a dam. The area north of I-5 was modeled as if I-5 wasn't
present.

Mayor Johnson said another change since the map was developed is the
Tribe's placement of the fish habitat area and berm that crosses the levee, and
















