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Wolf

exhibit

Point

Defiance Zoo is under renovation with a
for
the new exhibit scheduled earlier in the week.
ceremony
Wolf awareness weekend is scheduled at Northwest Trek on October
16,
17, and 18, 2009.
at

groundbreaking

Mayor Johnson thanked his daughter for helping the Council serve corn
during the Council Corn event at the Fife Harvest Festival. He also was
honored to help select the Fife High School Daffodil Princess this
year. Six
candidates

were

interviewed.

PUBLIC HEARING
2010

Budget
Hearing

Revenue

Director Marcotte reported the public
hearing is the first in a series of
on
the
required public hearings
proposed revenue budget for the City. The
budget for all funds totals $462
65,
624, for 2010. The General Fund
of
the
is
$
component
budget
16,
758.
275, The proposed revenue budget
includes a proposed increase of 1%
in property tax levy as well as an
additional increase from new construction. The resolution for
adoption of
the property tax levy will be presented to the Council at its next

regular

meeting

October 27, 2009.

The proposed budget includes the total
allowed levy of $937,
2,
613, which represents a $ 52,000 increase in
property tax of which half is from the additional 1%
and half from new
construction added to the tax rolls.
on

Mayor Johnson opened the public hearing
Citizen

Testimony

55 p.
at 7:
m.

Carole Sue Braaten, 2410 Berry Lane East, commented that now is not
during this economic crisis to increase property tax. Many people
have lost jobs and many businesses are
closing. There are many people
within
the
flood area who have to pay up to $1,
living
400 for flood
insurance.
She asked the City to make reductions, as
everyone is
the time

sacrificing. Raising property tax will
people will move and leave the area.
one

cause

There

house.

Mike

landlords to raise rents. Many
are multiple families
living in

Kelley,3120

Freeman Road, said although he doesn't disagree with
previous comments if the City does make reductions, be prepared for an
earthquake, as "Joel will rollover in his grave."

the

Don

Alveshere, 6051 Discovery Street East, said he also believes it is not
good time for the City to increase property tax for some of the reasons
already mentioned. Many people's homes have been devalued while their
property tax would increase under the proposal, which is confusing to most
people. It's not a good time to increase the levy. Some of the same
a

restraints that contributed to not
to

property

taxes.

pursuing

the

loading

door tax should

apply

Fife

City

Council

Regular Meeting

Minutes of Meeting
October 13, 2009

Page 14 of 15

hosted

by

families
The

are

City's

the Police

Department.

encouraged

to attend.

street classification

federal

some

Councilmembers

system

reclassifications

street

functions and needs for streets, such
future funding priorities.

as

and their

recently reviewed with
help identify specific
Levee Road that will help in
was

to

City identification card. Staff
by the end of the month.
City Manager Worthington reported on his participation in a
teleconference with a variety of city managers and administrators
from across the U.S. on H1N1 flu. The message is that people need
to be prepared and to consider the swine flu as a serious issue and
take necessary precautions including obtaining a vaccination.
The Pierce County Council is meeting in the Fife Council Chambers
on October 20, 2009 at 5:
30 p.
m. The City's mobile command post
will be displayed in front of City Hall prior to the meeting. The
command post was recently used during an exercise on a terrorist
City

staff is

working

on an

internal

should have individual ID cards issued

drill.
COUNCILMEMBER

COMMENTS

Councilmember Hull invited citizens to attend the Chamber's candidate
forum to learn about the difference between the candidates running for

positions. The forum is
Community Center beginning at 7:00
Council

Councilmember de

Booy commented

October 21, 2009

on

at

the

Fife

p.
m.
on

the red

enforcement program
abundance of tickets that were

light

and the fact that there appears to be an
issued. Recent information indicated over 700 tickets

issued

during
day of the Puyallup
many people do not feel the tickets were legitimate, they are seeking a
hearing, which is causing several court dates twice a week costing the City
The City's red light photo
for the judge and administrative costs.
were

Fair. Because of the number of tickets and that

the first

enforcement program is not meant to add revenue to the City, but to
emphasize safe driving in the City. The City's revenue is limited because

payment is made

to the red

remaining

is allocated to

revenue

light
a

enforcement company, Redflex.
Public Safety Fund with restricted

Because of the number of tickets and the court

cases

arising

Any
uses.

from them, she

equipment is
questioned the validity of the
functioning properly and if the equipment is regularly maintained, as there
could be a need for adjustments. She asked whether periodic maintenance
is occurring.
cameras.

She asked whether the

City Manager Worthington replied that
inspected and maintenance is performed
working outside of established parameters.

the
if

equipment is periodically
the equipment is found to

Councilmember Brooks said he understands that

no

tickets

are

issued until
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they have been reviewed by both Redflex and a Fife Police Officer. City
Manager Worthington verified the procedure. Councilmember Brooks said
he witnessed numerous people making right hand turns at the intersection at
54th without slowing down. Having a picture taken doesn't generate a
Councilmember

ticket.

Godwin

commented

on

his

observations

obey traffic laws. However, there could
and
70th
" top
Valley by installing a sign stating, S
improvement
along with an arrow pointing at the stop line.
motorists who don't
at

be

of
an

Here"

agreed that motorists have lost the ability to stop
behind the white line on a red light. It's not about cameras malfunctioning;
it's about people not stopping when they are supposed to stop on a red light.
Councilmember Roscoe

Councilmember de Booy said her comments were not intended to indicate
that cameras were the entire issue but that the cameras could have some
problems, and that she wanted assurance that the cameras are checked

periodically.
amazing that

helpful for the intersection to be signed. It's
many people want to litigate tickets creating two days of
expense to the City. She said she's concerned about the

It would be
so

court and extra

expense of the program.

Mayor Johnson reported he received
not

just

light.

a

line but could be

a

a

ticket

pedestrian

on

70th

who's hit

Valley and that
by
running a

and

EXECUTIVE SESSION

ADJOU

Barry John ,

S

eve

includes information

Councilmember Hull moved, seconded by Councilmember Roscoe, to
recess at 9:
06 p.
m. to an executive session for five minutes on potential

litigation. Motion
RECONVENE AND

it's

red

Motorists should stop behind the line.

City Manager Worthington reported the City's website
on the City's red light photo enforcement program
RECESS TO

a car

Mayor

carried

Johnson reconvened and

MENT

Mayor

Mareotte, City Clerk/Finance

unanimously.

Director

Prepared by Valerie Gow, Recording Secretary/President
Puget Sound Meeting Services

adjourned

the

meeting

12 p.
at 9:
m.

