


Fife City Council Regular Meeting
Minutes of Meeting
March 10, 2009 Page 2 of 12

spoke in support of the proposed agreement between the City and American

Fast Freight.

Ray Stracker, 2422 Berry Lane East, referred to the March 3, 2009 Council

meeting discussion on the restoration of Wapato Creek. He asked for several

clarifications regarding the restoration and whether the City plans to terminate

the Frank Albert trail behind his home and other homes as well as ending work

on the Pumpkin Patch Park located at the end of David Court. He asked about

assurances the David Court neighborhood will receive that the trail will not

continue behind the homes and what assurances residents have that the City
will inform them that the trail will move forward. He commented on his and

his neighborhood's efforts to have a berm and fence placed behind the homes

prior to the construction of the industrial complex behind the subdivision.

Residents are just as concerned about security and safety as they were when the

industrial complex was built. He asked for assurances from the City in writing.

Carole Sue Braaten, 2410 Berry Lane East, referred to the restoration project
and asked whether the project is a component of the RCW overseeing ditch

maintenance which affords the City ingress and egress to the ditch or whether

the City plans to restore the creek to historical conditions prior to statehood.

Residents were not informed about the Frank Albert Trail and that no one

received notification that the trail was being constructed. Residents have a right
to know when the City constructs a trail behind their homes. She asked for the

City's definition of restoration.

Mayor Johnson reported the City has no current plans for Pumpkin Patch Park.

The park is included in the Parks and Recreation Plan as a future park.
However, there are no development plans at this time. Trails are identified in

the Parks and Recreation Plan, which was subject to several public hearings. If
the City moves forward, there will be more opportunities for public comments.

CONSENT AGENDA a. Approval of Minutes: February 24, 2009 Council Meeting

b. Approval of Vouchers:

Payroll: #45429 - 45475 $ 539,853.94
Claims: #75317 - 75501 $ 930,066.40

c. Set a Special Meeting for March 17, 2009 Study Session.

Motion Councilmember Cerqui moved, seconded by Councilmember Roscoe, to

approve the consent agenda as published. Motion carried.

COUNCIL DELEGATE Councilmember Godwin reported on his attendance to the Rainier

REPORT Communications Advisory Committee meeting. Some changes are anticipated
in the near future as well as opportunities the City should investigate in terms of

the City's televised meetings. Work continues on the Daffodil float. He invited

volunteers to join the effort on April 3, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. to put daffodils on the
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way purchases that will allow the City to move forward with the Valley Avenue

construction project. The Holt's have agreed to the proposed settlement

amount of $38,500 to address impacts to their home. Staff recommends

approval of the resolution.

Motion Motion carried unanimously.

1291; Authorize

Agreement for Settlement

of Cerqui Property

Councilmember Cerqui recused himself and left the meeting.

Motion Councilmember Roscoe moved, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, to

approve Resolution #1291; Authorize Agreement for Settlement of Cerqui
Property.

City Clerk/Finance Director Marcotte read the title of Resolution #1291:

A Resolution of the City Council of the City ofFife, Pierce County, Washington,
approving a settlement agreement with Robert Cerqui regarding the

condemnation ofproperty by the City ofFife for right ofway and utilities.

Director Blount reported the resolution is a settlement agreement of $245,000

addressing two separate parcels owned by Councilmember Cerqui. One is a

home, which will be impacted by fill and the other is a rental property on the

south side of Valley Avenue where the City will demolish the house and

occupy a significant portion of the property for street and sidewalk. Approval
of the agreement will result in only two outstanding agreements involving the

state and another property owner. Staff recommends approval of the resolution.

Councilmember Hull commented that he is irritated by the proposed settlement

because the property owners could have allowed the City the right of use and

occupied the property for the phased work. The City could have potentially
qualified for up to $3.6 million in stimulus funds. The project was on the

region's "A" list, but because of right-of-way issues, the City lost significant
funding opportunities.

Councilmember Godwin referred to provisions included in the Holt agreement
that are not included in proposed resolution. Assistant City Attorney Amann

reported the same provision applies to Councilmember Cerqui's agreement.
The Council will receive a copy of the agreement.

Motion Motion carried unanimously.

1260 Authorize

American Fast Freight
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Agreement -
Reconsideration

Motion Councilmember Roscoe moved, seconded by Councilmember Godwin, to

approve Resolution #1260; Authorize American Fast Freight Agreement -
Reconsideration.

Councilmember Cerqui returned to the meeting.

City Clerk/Finance Director Marcotte read the title of Resolution #1260:

A Resolution of the City Council of the City ofFife, Pierce County, Washington,
approving stormwater detention agreement between Orbus Investments, LLC,

and City ofFife.

Director Blount reported the agreement involves development of property at the

east end of 45th Street East to include a retention pond on the site, which would

be sized to the 1992 Department of Ecology (DOE) Stormwater Manual, as

well as building a retention pond on property owned by the City of Fife

approximately 1,000 feet south of the subject property for additional capacity to

comply with the 2005 DOE Stormwater Manual, which is currently required by
the City. Additionally, the pond will include capacity for development on City

property and for the 48th Street Local Improvement District project.

Director Blount displayed a drawing of the project proposal and outlined how

the proposal will enable the two ponds to work together. Staff is confident that

the techniques proposed are in accordance with and adheres to all

environmental practices. The improvement will improve the City's property
without encumbering the property.

Councilmember Godwin commented positively on the sketch. He asked about

the responsible party for building the observation deck. City Manager

Worthington reported American Fast Freight/Orbus have agreed to provide the

trail around the pond. However, there has been no discussion for the applicant

providing the observation deck. American Fast Freight representative Bruce

Brown was recently asked about the possibility of providing the observation

deck.

Public Comment Bruce Brown, Project Manager, Orbus Investments, LLC, reported the

company is currently located at the Port of Tacoma and will be displaced
because of renovation at the Port of Tacoma. Mr. Brown said he's not opposed
to building an observation deck if the cost is reasonable.

Councilmember Godwin asked whether the proposal includes any provision to

account for a hand-dug ditch in the area of the properties between 48th and

American Fast Freight. Director Blount replied that as part of building the

retention pond, American Fast Freight is relocating the Firwood ditch. Drains
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will be provided on the south property line of the company. The area drains

from the south to the north. Additionally, road drainage will be included as part
of the Local Improvement District (LID), which will be collected along the road

and conveyed to the pond and the main trunk line. Properties east of the LID

will not see any improvements or assessed a charge but the drainage occurring
from the ditch and the property line will be accommodated as part of American

Fast Freight's construction project. Councilmember Godwin expressed some

reservations about ensuring water from the ditch is conveyed properly.

Councilmember Brooks commented that American Fast Freight is constructing
a sound berm along the south property line. South of the berm, there will be

provisions to handle water that isn't handled by the 48th Street LID. Drains will

be installed to enable properties to drain properly.

Assistant City Engineer Gill advised that the ditch will be improved by
American Fast Freight. Councilmember Godwin said there are a number of

properties that are affected. Assistant City Engineer Gill pointed out the

location of the ditch on a map and noted the ditch will be piped under the berm.

Councilmember Hull reviewed four possible amendments to the proposal.
Previously, there was a discussion for building a higher berm at 8 feet with a

two to one slope. He asked whether Mr. Brown was agreeable to building the

higher berm. Mr. Brown said that the request doesn't present any issue.

Councilmember Hull asked about adding, "pervious paved" to the provision
regarding the trail and adding "or such other location on the site as the City
determines" with respect to the location of the pond. Mr. Brown said he

doesn't have any issues with the request. The location of the pond can be

moved.

Motion Councilmember Hull moved, seconded by Councilmember Roscoe, to

amend the motion by adding the following amendments:

In Section 4.2, replace "six feet high with a three to one slope" with

eight feet high with a two to one slope."
Under Section 4.3, add, "pervious paved" prior to "trail."

Under Section 4.3, include an "observation deck."

Under Section 4.3, include, "or such other location on the property
as the City determines" at the end of the second sentence.

Public Comment Bruce Brown, American Fast Freight, reported the company is an employee-
owned company with citizens from Fife and the surrounding area. The

company in good faith organized and promoted the City's LID, which was

passed. The LID has increased property values and will add revenue to the

City. The park idea first arose when the City of Fife adopted the 2005 DOE

Stormwater Manual midway through the company's project. Mr. Brown

displayed pictures of a typical stormwater retention pond found on most












